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Stop the Abduction of Peaceful Protesters and Digital Public Defenders!
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Date: 25.06.2024

Today, several prominent activists and social media personalities were rounded up in a disturbing
escalation of government intimidation. Gabriel Oguda, a popular social media activist, was allegedly
abducted this morning. In his last message before going offline, Gabriel remarked that cops were at his
gate. Osama Otero, who has been holding popular X Spaces opposing the Finance Bill 2024, was also
reportedly abducted by unknown people. Other X users suspected to have been abducted include
Drey Mwangi, TemperCR7, Harriet, Shad Khalif, Franje, Worldsmith, and Hilla254.

We, the Okoa Uchumi Campaign, are outraged by these actions. They are a gross violation of human
rights and an affront to our democracy.

Peaceful protest and digital advocacy are essential freedoms in any society. The abductions and
intimidation tactics used against those who dare to speak out are cowardly attempts to silence
dissent and instill fear.

We demand the immediate release of activists abducted by security agents due to their perceived
involvement in protests #RejectFinanceBill2024. These abductions, followed by releases without
charges, must stop.

In the past three days alone, several digital personalities have been abducted in connection to the
protests. Dr. Austine Omondi, known as JaPrado, was taken while assisting with a blood drive ahead of
Tuesday's protests and released later that evening after a vigorous campaign by the medical and legal
communities. Billy Simani, also known as "Billy the Goat," was abducted from his residence and only
released following an extensive social media campaign. Both were visibly shaken upon release with no
charges filed.

We demand an immediate end to these unlawful practices. Authorities must protect, not persecute,
citizens exercising their rights. We stand united as a tribeless Kenya united by one cause to defend our
freedoms and demand justice.

Enough is enough. Stop the abductions now. #StopTheAbductions = #JusticeForAll
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The Okoa Uchumi campaign is a civil society platform committed towards working with stakeholders to resolve
Kenya's public debt crisis. The campaign advocates for balanced and equitable budgets as a means of achieving debt
sustainability and economic inclusion. The campaign seeks to bolster constitutional safeguards in

management and to push for the accountability of political leaders in public debt managen




